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Chairs  (t^o)  -used  in  Sr)ringf  ield  Home 


One  of  the  collections  at  the  tomh 
attracts  a  lot  of  attention.    In  these 
davs  when    anthiua..XM*n""re  gives 
■I  thrill  to  the  lovers  ot  the  things 
of  our  grandfathers  two  chairs  that 
were  used  i?^-i44WalBis~Eight  street 
Jioine    when    he    first  commenced 
keeping  house  gets  a  lot  of  atten- 
tion.   Old  furnituremen.  say  they  are 
a  pattern  of  the  first  machine  made 
chairs  nrevalent  in  the  Mississippi 
valley.  'The  finest  type  of  old  chairs 
of   mahogany   and   all  the  favorite 
woods    were   in   the    homes    of  the 
families  of  the  wealthy,  the  same  as 
in  the  east,  but  the  common  people 
had    common    furniture.      The  log 
cabins  had  furniture  all  made  in  the 
community  in  which  they  were  used. 
They    were   formed   with    a  draw- 
shave  on  shaving  horse  well  knowr 
to  the  pioneers.    The  seat  was  made 
of  strips  of  the  inner  bark  of  hick- 
ory.   Sometime  the  chair  was  equip- 
ped  with   rockers   and   the   one  at 
the  tomb  from  Lincoln's  law  office 
was  of  this  type.    It  has  high  lad- 
der h:\i-U  and  the  higher  the  ladder 
the  ■  ;r  '\ii.er    the    enthusiasm   of  the 
antii|:;     lover.    The  table  from  Lin- 
coln's  aw  office  at  the  tomb  is  more 
modern,  that  is  those  of  sixty  years 
ago  of  the  common  type  are  about 
tlie  s8-me   as  the   ordinary  ones  of 
the    present    time.     Guests,    by  tliq, 
IiuncV.eds,  interested  in  no  otlier  e:^ 
hi'.''  •  r.t  the  tomb  rave  over  these 
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Mr.  John  B,  Kued^ear 
1214  Soath  8tb  St. 
Spriiigfield,  Illinois 

&?3r  dear  Sirs 

Wliil©  we  sre  very  glad  to  hpre  the  infoismtion 
alwut  the  cheirs,  I  regret  to  aa^r  tlmt  our  I'^em  facilltioa 
here  will  not  ellow  us  to  acquire  euy  fumlturc .   W©  will  "be 
TOry  gled,  tuweter,  to  iaeep  these  ohrirs  in  mind  ss  w©  often 
hay©  people  inquiring  for  Lixmln  items  and  we  will  be  pleeaed 
to  adviee  you  if  any  one  appears  to  be  interested. 

aeapoqtfiilly  yours, 


UViLH 


Director 
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Mary  Todd's  sleeping  cap,  commode  several  of  tour's  surprises 


By  PETE  SHERMAN 

THE  STATE  JOURNAL-REGISTER 

Posted  Mar  05,  2009  @  12:43  AM 
Last  update  Mar  05,  2009  @  12:36  PM 


A  handful  of  visitors  to  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Home  National  Historic  Site  received  a  unique  curatorial  tour  Wednesday,  i 
the  traditional  story  of  the  Lincoln  household  and  highlighted  its  most  authentic  artifacts. 

"We  used  to  steer  away  from  that  in  favor  of  a  more  holistic  experience,"  said  Lincoln  Home  site  curator  Susan  Haake. 

However,  visitors  recently  began  suggesting  artifact  tours  of  the  home,  so  site  officials  decided  to  take  them  up  on  the  idi 
curatorial  tours  were  sort  of  a  trial  run,  Haake  said.  The  site  plans  to  offer  at  least  one  curatorial  tour  a  month  beginning  i 

Haake  and  two  of  her  assistants  led  groups  of  about  seven  people  each  through  the  home  Wednesday  morning. 

Some  of  the  objects  they  pointed  out  are  well-known  —  the  original  furniture  in  the  formal  living  room  on  the  north  side  o- 
stove  in  the  kitchen. 

However,  a  few  surprises  popped  up  as  well,  including  Mary  Lincoln's  mahogany  commode,  a  sleeping  cap  she  knitted  fi 
gift  and  a  chair  with  its jori^inal  upholstery,  recently  acquired  by  the  home  and  showed  only  on  Lincoln's  birthday. 

The  piece,  dubbed  the  Q-bert  chair,  because  of  its  multi-colored  3-D-like  pattern,  currently  sits  on  the  second  floor  just  a1 

Melissa  Crawford  and  Kyle  Winters,  a  young  couple  from  southwestern  Illinois,  traveled  to  Springfield  to  take  the  advertij 

'Tm  taking  a  Lincoln  class  in  college,"  Crawford  said.  "I  know  about  his  story,  but  it  was  fun  to  see  the  little  things." 

Crawford  was  drawn  to  some  of  the  items  —  sea  shells  the  Lincolns  obtained  from  the  Pacific  Northwest  and  their  top-of 
said  indicated  the  Lincolns  were  interested  in  science  and  state-of-the  art  technology. 

One  tour  guest  asked  Haake  why  she  didn't  discuss  Lincoln's  shaving  mirror,  an  object  that  is  often  pointed  out  during  re 
"We  thought  for  years  that  was  original,"  Haake  said.  "Now  we're  rethinking  that." 

Pete  Sherman  can  be  reached  at  788-1539. 
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